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City Hall First Stop for ‘Witness Blanket’ on Seven-Year Tour 

 
Date:  Monday, September 8, 2014 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC — The fully completed Witness Blanket, a wood-based First Nations art installation that 

incorporates objects connected to Residential School experiences from across Canada will begin its cross-
Canada tour at Victoria City Hall.  
 
“I am honoured that the first stop of this tour is in Victoria, the community that has supported me my entire 
career,” said artist Carey Newman. “I created this monument to reflect the strength of my people and it is my 
hope that everyone who stands in witness of this piece will be affected in some way.  If the Witness Blanket 
fosters awareness in one person who is just learning about this difficult part of Canadian history, or touches a 
Residential School Survivor or one of their family members, it has made a difference.”    
 
The Witness Blanket consists of 13 panels and is over eight feet tall and 40 feet long.  Cedar frames hold over 
800 collected objects and a multi-media presentation within the installation connects viewers to residential 
school experiences in a personal way. 
 
Media and the public are invited to attend an opening ceremony. The event will begin with traditional drumming 
and singing.  Mayor Dean Fortin will offer greetings and speak about the City’s commitment to the continued 
strengthening of Victoria’s relationship with First Nations.  A welcome and blessing will be offered by Elmer 
George of the Songhees Nation and Mary Ann Thomas of the Esquimalt Nation.  Carey Newman will speak 
about the journey of creating the Witness Blanket and a short preview of the video about the making of the 
Witness Blanket will be shared.   
 

What:    Witness Blanket Opening Ceremony at City Hall 
When:   Tuesday, September 9 

  10:00 a.m.: Doors will open, followed by drumming 
  10:30 a.m.: Greetings, blessing and presentation 

Where:  Victoria City Hall, Ante Chamber, 1 Centennial Square 
 
Kwagiulth artist Carey Newman had the vision for this large piece of work since 2011 and in 2013 he and his 
team travelled across Canada collecting stories and objects relating to residential schools that operated from 
the 1840’s though until 1996.  150,000 First Nations children passed through the residential school system. 
 
“The City of Victoria is very honoured to host The Witness Blanket,” said Mayor Fortin. “I invite everyone to 
bear witness to this important piece of Canada’s history at City Hall. The City of Victoria has a formal protocol 
to officially acknowledge First Nations traditional territories and we have worked collaboratively with the 
Songhees and Esquimalt Nations on many initiatives. This installation reaffirms the importance of building 
trusting and respectful relationships between all communities and residents.” 
  
The installation will be on display at City Hall until September 26.  On Saturday, September 20, City Hall will 
open between noon and 6:00 p.m. so that the public and guests at the One Wave festival in Centennial Square 
can also visit the piece. 



 
“Our hope is the final destination for this historic piece will be at the National Research Centre for Truth and 
Reconciliation, and we have now had a number of exciting conversations with them.” said Newman.  “The 
Centre’s national focus, unique partnership agreements and its role as the permanent home for all documents, 
statements and other artifacts collected by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission make it a great fit for our vision 
for the piece.”  
 
The creation of the Witness Blanket was funded by the Indian Residential Schools Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission and the Rina M. Bidden Foundation. Today marks the launch of an Indiegogo crowd-sourcing 
campaign that aims to fund the completion of the Witness Blanket documentary that is being created by 
Victoria-based Media One Multimedia and the National Tour of the Witness Blanket.  
 
To donate and view the short video about the making of the Witness Blanket visit:http://bit.ly/witnessblanket 
(Media please note: the link will be “live” for the ceremony on Tuesday). 
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For More Information: 

Katie Hamilton  Kim Van Bruggen,  
Director of Citizen Engagement and Strategic Planning  Communications, Witness Blanket Project 
Office: 250.361.0210 Cellular: 250.217.8343  Office: 250.727.7464 Cellular: 250.888.1822 
 
 

http://bit.ly/witnessblanket

